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My desire, therefore, is to revindicate on behalf of the State
and its various provincial agents that responsibility which there
has been a tendency to abdicate, and to show to the world that our
educational system in India, liberal and elastic as I would have it
remain, is yet not free to assume any promiscuous shape that
accident or intention may force upon it, but must conform to a
scientific and orderly scheme, for which in the last resort the
Supreme Government should be held accountable, whether it be
for praise or blame.
The first step was taken with the calling together of a Con-
ference at Simla 'to consider the system of education in India',
Every member of the Conference, barring Dr. Miller of the Madras
Christian College, was a Government officer, and not a single Indian
was appointed to that body. As even a warm admirer like Mr. Lovat
Fraser has admitted, "Lord Curzon had said in Calcutta that he
wanted to ascertain the trend of authoritative opinion; what he
heard was the trend of official opinion."
The Viceroy opened the Conference with a masterly speech cover-
ing the whole field of Indian education. While pointing out the
many defects which had crept into the system, he declared that he
dissociated himself from those who held that the experiment of
imparting an English education to an Asiatic people was a mistake.
There had been blunders, but the successes were immeasurably
greater, and the moral and intellectual standard of the community
had been raised. He did not want to disparage and pull down, for
his whole object was to reconstruct and build up.
The Conference was followed by the appointment of a Commis-
sion In January 1902, to consider the problem in all its bearings,
and to suggest ways and means for placing the system of higher
education on a sound and enduring basis. Mr. (now Sir) Thomas
Raleigh was appointed chairman. The personnel of the Commission,
with the exception of the inclusion of Mr. Gurudas Bannerji, a
Judge of the Calcutta High Court, who later appended a dissenting
minute, was not calculated to inspire confidence. Its labours, how-
ever, were watched with keen and anxious interest, and the leaders
of the people in all the provinces spared no efforts to pkce the